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Almighty God, our Father, we hum-
bly ask Your blessings on our govern-
ment and all our representatives gath-
ered here today. We humbly ask Your
blessing, Your wisdom, and protection
for our country and for our flag, the
symbol of our freedom and our home.
Keep us always aware of the heritage
which is ours and the freedom and op-
portunities we enjoy as Americans.

As we bow before You, may we pledge
anew in our hearts and on our lips to
preserve this country, its citizens, and
our way of life. May we continue our
commitment to You and to our fellow
man. May we not take that small step
from tolerance to tyranny in our delib-
erations.

May we Kkeep foremost in our
thoughts the welfare and the success of
our great Nation and work together to
solve our differences. May we emulate
the great men and women of the past,
who, through sacrifice, purchased our
freedoms. Aid us to commit ourselves
to preserving them.

I pray this prayer in the name of
God, before whom every knee shall ul-
timately bow and every tongue confess
that You are Lord and God.

Amen. And amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Montana (Mr. GIANFORTE) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GIANFORTE led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING CHAPLAIN ROBERT
VICK

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce a constituent, a
true American hero. What an honor it
is to introduce Chaplain Robert Vick,
who currently serves as the American
Legion National Chaplain.

Chaplain Vick lives in New Port
Richey, Florida, with his wife of 62
years. She is present today as well. To-
gether they have 4 sons, 10 grand-
children, and 16 great-grandchildren.

In addition to his commitment to his
family, the chaplain has a great love
for our country and a passion for serv-
ice. A Korean war-era veteran of the
U.S. Navy, Chaplain Vick has a distin-
guished record of service. He also has
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been a proud Legionnaire since 1983. 1
am also proud to say that he is a fam-
ily friend.

Saying that he feels called to use his
ministerial training to serve the spir-
itual needs of other veterans and their
families, Chaplain Vick was appointed
National Chaplain of the 2 million-
member American Legion last year.

Even as the U.S. Capitol prepares in
honoring another humble servant of
God tomorrow, the Reverend Billy Gra-
ham, I am proud that Chaplain Vick of-
fered this morning’s prayer in the U.S.
House.

——
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAK-
ER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). The Chair will entertain up
to 15 further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

CUTTING TAPE FOR REC-
REATIONAL RODEO COMPETI-
TORS

(Mr. GIANFORTE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to highlight another example of
Federal overreach that threatens our
Montana and Western way of life. Un-
clear Federal regulations could force
millions of Americans who
recreationally compete in rodeos or
participate in other equestrian events
to get a commercial driver’s license.
But these are not folks competing for
their livelihoods. In a recent story in
the Billings Gazette, Andy Bolich, the
head coach for the Montana State Uni-
versity rodeo team, said: ‘“For the
most part, around Montana, I would
say rodeo is a hobby for most people.”

Yet Federal regulations could force
these rodeo participants to wade
through unnecessary, costly red tape
for their hobby. That is why I recently
led a letter which a bipartisan group of
26 colleagues signed, to the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration.
We urged the Department of Transpor-
tation to clarify how the CDL regula-
tions treat those who participate
recreationally in rodeo events.

Mr. Speaker, we must continue re-
forming, rolling back, and repealing
unnecessary regulations to protect our
Montana and Western way of life.

—————

SUPPORTING SNAP

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker,
today is the Anti-Hunger Day of Ac-
tion, and I rise to support the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program,
or SNAP, which helps feed 40 million
Americans.

We live in the richest country in the
world, yet many Americans struggle to
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get nutritious food to feed their fami-
lies, including 1 out of 5 American chil-
dren. President Trump’s budget would
worsen the problem by cutting SNAP
by $213 billion over 10 years. The Presi-
dent’s proposal would also replace fam-
ilies’ flexible monthly SNAP benefits
with food boxes that contain no fresh
produce. It basically puts people on ra-
tions.

So I ask my Republican colleagues:
Did you really come to Congress to
take food out of the mouths of hungry
people, hungry children? Who are you?

Ending hunger in America is not a
matter of resources; it is a matter of
political will. We must invest in our
nutrition programs to make sure that
no one’s plate goes empty in America.

———————

AMERICAN LEGION STORMS THE
HILL

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, the American Legion con-
venes in Washington this week for its
annual policy conference to meet with
Federal lawmakers.

The American Legion was chartered
and incorporated by Congress in 1919 as
a patriotic veterans organization de-
voted to mutual helpfulness. It is the
Nation’s largest wartime veterans serv-
ice organization, committed to men-
toring youth and sponsorship of whole-
some programs in our communities, ad-
vocating patriotism and honor, pro-
moting strong national security, and
continued devotion to servicemembers
and veterans.

Hundreds of local American Legion
programs and activities strengthen the
Nation one community at a time.
Whether it is connecting veterans
through sporting programs, honoring
fallen heroes through Legion Riders or
advocating for homeless veterans, the
American Legion plays a priceless role
in creating a sense of community
among veterans of all ages and service
periods.

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for the
American Legion. The Legionnaires
have a tremendous sense of obligation
to their community, their State, and
their Nation. They advocate honestly
for veterans in Washington, and I look
forward to meeting with my local Le-
gionnaires later today.

INTRODUCING THE GATEWAY AT
BUFFALO

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday we unveiled plans
for a new, state-of-the-art land port of
entry at the Peace Bridge in Buffalo,
New York.

Deploying the most advanced detec-
tion technology, the Gateway at Buf-
falo will improve national security and
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